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wife and child) to walk into the picture at a late date. Because the child rep-
resented a part of her absent husband, in many cases the wife devoted extra
time and energy to the infant. For financial or other reasons, including the
dearth of "sitters," she may have been tied closely to her home. Trouble
brewed for many couples from the annoyance and frustration inherent in the
care of a child when father came home with anticipation of going places and
doing things with his wife. The division of interest, the noise of crying, the
lessened freedom were provocative stimuli or alibis for his irritability. Because
the wife was forced to divide her interest and energy, she was also subject to
emotional stress.

Both older children and the new child had to learn to accept the "strange
man'1 as father. This was a challenge for him to "win" the child. It was
unfortunate for both when he did not do so. The child usually did not want to
share the mother as he had to do when father came home. Consequently,
special efforts had to be made not only for all the family to become reac-
quainted, but also to re-establish for the children the normal parental rela-
tionships which would assure them of "belonging" to both father and mother
and so to enable them to feel secure in a complete home.

The fiancee and bride. During the period of courtship in normal times,
although the couple see each other only under more or less romantic circum-
stances, the ideal figure in the phantasies of future married life is checked
frequently against the real person. When this relationship was affected by all
the emotional and physical complications of wartime, the real personality be-
came swallowed up in a symbolic one. Consequently, there were dramatic
disillusionments for men who returned to prewar engagements. Apparently,
also, oiany soldiers had to endure a brush-off before they ever got back; others
did the brushing. In numerous war marriages,17 life together did not begin
until the husband's return from the war. Some of those hasty marriages have
already ended. In those that have continued, success will depend on the
maturity of the partners and their determination to make a go of it, starting
from time of reunion.

17 The unusual factors in many "war marriages" were excellently presented by Bossard: The
hastening factors in the war situation; the cloak provided for sexual satisfaction; the girl's fear
of being left unmamed; love-at-first-sight which sometimes faded but under the circumstances
seemed the best bargain; the husband gone before essential marriage relationships were estab-
lished. Mail was unsatisfactory because the writing was to the "last-time-I-saw-you" personality;
some able to verbalize and others not; changes with time and an unreality or irrelevance entered
correspondence. He returned changed and found she had changed. Bossard, J. H. S., Family
Pr##*#J in Wartime, Pennsylvania University Carter Foundation, Philadelphia> 1944. See also
Kdacmann, J. (X, 'The War Veteran in the Domestic Relations Court," Men*. Hy&t 3:409-
4*3, Jafo 1947^ whose study of zoo cases indicated that in any marriage, the war experience
tended to intensify already existing marital difficulties rather than to create new ones.